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● The sectors facing the greatest decline in activity:
○ Wineries
○ Fresh food products (dairy, vegetables, fruits…)
○ Livestock
○ Flowers
○ Tourism

• The main reasons behind the decrease in activity:
○ Decrease in demand from main buyers, specially from hotels

and restaurants for food products
○ Lack of workforce because of travel restrictions. This is true for

all sectors, including forestry.
○ Pression on the supply chain, especially transportation

• Most sectors are beneficiaries of State support except for forestry in
some countries such as Finland or the Czech Republic

• A significant part of members used digital means to sell products
online or increased the on-farm sales

Please note that the survey is still open for your contribution on 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9SHY69N
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Impact of COVID-19 
on ELO members

First findings from 
the questionnaire 
addressed to ELO 
national members

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9SHY69N


• “Next Generation EU” announced on 27/05/2020, 
the new recovery instrument of €750 billion called 
and a reinforced MFF. This new instrument will 
include:

o A €55 billion top-up of the current cohesion 
policy;

o €40 billion to strengthen the Just Transition Fund;
o €15 billion reinforcement to Rural Development 

funds; 
o €15,3 billion to upgrade InvestEU;
o €2 billion reinforcement of rescEU;

However, it comes with green strings attached
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• While the Next Generation EU package has the support of 
Berlin and Paris, the “Frugal Four” (Denmark, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Austria) remain strongly opposed to shared 
EU debt. Denmark as since soften its stance.

• Current EU proposal based on EU-own lending of 750 
billion on financial markets 

• States hit worst by Corona (Spain, Italy, France) pushing for 
strong financial action and more grants (i.e. no further loans) 

• Given EU history with austerity and fiscal reform, the end 
product of the Next Generation EU package will need to be 
seen in the coming months 
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EU Green Deal

• The flagship of the 
Commission President, 
Ursula Von der Leyen 

• a roadmap for making the 
EU's economy sustainable, 
by pushing for:

• climate-neutrality by 2050
• a clean, circular economy
• restore biodiversity
• sustainable food systems
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May 2020: Commission proposal for the revised Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014-2020 & 2021-2027 and Own Resources Decision + sectoral 
legislation

By July 2020: European Council: Political agreement on Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014-2020 & 2021-2027 and Own Resources Decision

By summer 2020: European Parliament’s consultation on Own Resources 
Decision

Early autumn 2020: Adoption of the revised Multiannual Financial Framework 
2014-2020 + corresponding sectoral legislation

October 2020: European Council

December 2020: Adoption of the revised Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-
27 (European Parliament’s consent); Adoption of the Own Resources Decision; 
(Ratification by all Member States in line with their constitutional requirements)
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Future of the CAP

• Next reform will not be finalized before 2022 at the earliest. 
Transitional arrangements will be in place.  

• Focus on the CAP Strategic plans and the eco-schemes
○ F2F proposes ring-fenced  eco-schemes to fund precision 

agriculture, agro-ecology, agro-forestry and carbon farming

• Final CAP package still dependent on the MFF. MEPs 
considering a plenary vote for the fall. Still discussing 
external convergence, indicators, genuine farmer, capping…
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Farm to Fork

• Target of 50% reduction in the “use and risk” of synthetic plant 
protection products by 2030 

• Enhance the provisions on the Integrated Pest Management to 
encourage the use of alternative pest control techniques

• Target of 25% of EU’s agricultural land under organic farming by 
2030. The Commission will draft an Action Plan on organic farming to 
boost demand and supply for organic products in Member States.

• Target of 20% reduction in the use of synthetic fertilisers 
• Facilitate the placing on the market of bio-based plant protection 

products namely by reducing the length of approval for bio-based 
active substances by Member States

• Proposition of harmonised front-of-pack nutrition and origin of 
provenance labelling

Main concerns: lack of available alternative crop protection methods on the 
market, lack of reference to the socio-economic shift the conversion to 
organic farming will cause
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Biodiversity strategy 
2030

• Protect 30% of the EU’s land area (additional 4% on land), 10% strictly 
protected

• New binding EU nature restoration target 
• 25% of agricultural land under organic farming management and 10% 

under high-diversity landscapes 
• Risk and use of chemical pesticides is reduced by 50% 
• 30% of species and habitats which are not in favourable status will 

achieve such status by 2030
• New EU Forestry Strategy : planting at least 3 billion trees + guidance for 

biodiversity-friendly practices  

Main concerns: Strict protection + New binding nature restoration target 
+ lack of funding (no mention of payments for ecosystems services)

ELO will follow IMPACT ASSESSMENTS and EU CONSULTATIONS 
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Forests & Forestry

• Forests are a big part of the biodiversity strategy, 
with the Commission proposing:
▪ Strict protection of all primary and old-growth 

forests;
▪ Planting at least 3 billion trees by 2030 in full 

respect of ecological principles;
▪ Guidelines on afforestation and reforestation and 

close-to-nature-forestry practices
▪ New sustainable criteria for forest biomass for 

energy

• New Forest Strategy to be presented in 2021 
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Forest specific 
initiatives and events

• 05/05/2020: Joint letter on “The European forestry sector 
must be part of the future EU COVID 19 recovery plan”

• 15/05/2020: Joint Statement “The EU forest sector's role in 
ensuring sustainable forest management and conserving 
biodiversity”

• Ongoing discussion on the EU Parliament report on “The 
European Forest Strategy - the way forward”

• Ongoing “Biodiversity campaign” with representatives of EU 
forestry sector 

• Ongoing draft of joint policy brief with WWF on “growing 
trees”

• 30/06/2020: Working Group on Forests and Nature (lead by 
DG ENVI)
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Land Access

▪ The dangerous trend on false debate on land theft and land 
grabbing continues in Europe.

▪ Limits on payments, farm sizes and ideas to introduce register of 
company owners again brought up as part of CAP discussion. “20% 
of farms get 80% of the payments” – false statement.

▪ DG FISMA is following the evolution of national laws on access to 
land. They are working on additional guidelines asked by AGRI 
Commissioner. 

▪ Newest ELO Position Paper & Executive Summary (February 2020): 
„Access to Land and Politics of Scale : Potential Implications for 
Property Rights and Free Markets, for Land Ownership and 
Management, and for Agricultural Policy and the Rural Economy 
in Europe.”
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Large Carnivore Platform 

• The ELO is a founding member of the large 
carnivore platform

• We promote sustainable management of these 
creatures, especially with regards to livestock 
management and hunting

• Working together with 8 other organisations and 
the European Commission for better regulations 
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Wolf study 

• Study published by the European 
Commission in September 2019 

• ELO is preparing an illustrated 
version 

• An opinion document will be 
prepared to include in the illustrated 
report
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Small wildlife study

• In co-operation with Francois Sommer Foundation, 
AGPB, OBF, Petit Gibier de France

• Objective: role of private landowners, farmers and 
hunters in the conservation of small wildlife of 
meadows and fields

• Policy recommendations underlining the need to give 
incentives to private landowners on top of existing 
instruments for farmers

• The need for private landowners, farmers and hunters 
to coordinate their actions in the field
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Private Land 
Conservation Project 

• The ELO is leading a project to promote
private conservation in Europe 

• Aiming a variety of tools to support all private 
owners

in conservation actions on their land 

• Equal access to funding as terrain-managing 
NGOs currently have 

• One of the most important projects the ELO has 
ever engaged in 
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Wildlife Estates 
Label
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Wildlife Estates Plenary 
Session: Austria 2019 

• WE members met in Austria in September for 
their annual meeting

▪ Presentation of updated data on the estates

▪ Now over 2.000.000 verified hectares 

▪ Further discussion on monetizing label
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• 60% fall partly or wholly in 

Natura 2000

• 694.000 ha (≈ 41% of the total 

area of WE) fall under the 

Natura 2000 Network of which 

377.000 ha (≈ 22% of the total 

area of WE) are WE which are 

wholly Natura 2000.

Natura 2000 coverage 
of Wildlife EstatesGENERAL ASSEMBLY



In the coming 3-5 years, 
ELO predicts

2 to 3 million hectares

will receive WE certification

Wildlife Estates: 
Expected growthGENERAL ASSEMBLY



Projects
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For more information about 
our projects: www.elo.orgGENERAL ASSEMBLY

http://www.elo.org/
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• The FFA2020 Brussels conference was due to take place on 
Tuesday, March 31 2020, however it has been postponed 
until 2021 due to COVID-19

• FAO Director-General, Qu Dongyu, US Under Secretary Ted 
McKinney; AGRA President Agnes Kalibata; and UN Special 
Envoy on COVID-19, David Nabarro; and Patagonia CEO 
Rose Marcario were all scheduled to speak at FFA2020 
Brussels

• FFA2020 Brussels was scheduled to deal with 
“Accelerating change” in our transition to a more 
sustainable, equitable, and healthier food system

• It topics in discussion would have the political perspective 
of achieving meaningful change with regard to climate 
change, the restoration and rejuvenation of our planet’s 
nature, and the role consumers can and should play in 
achieving change. 
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• The FFA2020  Annual Programme has been expanded 
to include a number of online events, podcasts, and 
virtual solution workshops. Alongside this, a stronger 
online communication strategy based around content 
creation is planned with blogs on the topics of access to 
technology, reforestation, and environmental 
protection. 

• The first of these are the excellent FFA Regional Online 
Event which just occured yesterday here in Berlin

• Topics and issues covered during FFA2020 will include 
among others, soil health, new business models in 
agriculture, the effect of COVID-19 on our food chains, 
and the EU’s response to climate change

• The ELO continues to work on FFA2021 Brussels 
conference, and remains the premier event on our 
calendar
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• Thoughts from FFA Chair,  
Janez Potočnik:

• There is no doubt that the 
appetite and will to change is 
growing around the world

• We have a short window of time 
to deliver on the change we 
need, so all our efforts must now 
go to accelerating everything, all 
at once, right now.

• Even though COVID-19 means 
that FFA2020 is cancelled, our 
desire for change is not
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FFA Regional Online Live | Connecting Brussels and Berlin to discuss
Food system resilience, sustainability and the COVID-19 crisis: Looking ahead to the EU German Presidency
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Friends of the 
Countryside

• The private support network of the 
ELO

• 450+ private land managers and 
entrepreneurs 

• Upcoming 23rd General Assembly:  
online 24 June 2020

www.friendsofthecountryside.org 

FCS 24th General in Cordoba will take place June 3 until Sunday June 6, 2021
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European Parliament 
Intergroup 

• A new board for 2019-2023 !
gender balanced and variety of political background

Álvaro Amaro (Portugal, EPP) was elected President of the Intergroup
Simone Schmiedtbauer (Austria, EPP)
Alex Agius Saliba (Malta, S&D)
Elsi Katainen (Finland,Renew Europe),
Marco Dreosto (Italy, ID)
Andżelika Możdżanowska (Poland,ECR)
Carmen Avram (Romania, S&D)
Jérémy Decerle (France, Renew Europe)
Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez (Spain, EPP) 
Annie Schreijer-Pierik (Netherlands, EPP) 

• Adoption of an ambitious work plan (2020-2021)

Webinar on EU Bio Strategy; 30 June 2020
Ensuring the “Farm to Fork” delivers a sustainable future for Europe’s rural areas; 29 
September 2020
Integrating large carnivore conservation, predator management and rural activities; 
17 November 2020
EU Forest Resilience, 13 October 2020
Pollinator & Agriculture, 8 December 2020
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Further Annual Events

• Annual Biodiversity Conference

• Annual Innovation Conference

• Tree of the Year Ceremony 

• Regular High-Level Dinners 

• 2 Regional FFA’s outside Brussels

• 2 General Assemblies per year

All events currently under scrutiny due 
to Corona
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Awards
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Famigro Award

• Created by Karl Grotenfelt in 2013 

• Awarded to young entrepreneurs (18-40) 
who begin a new, innovative concept in the 
countryside 

• Aims to support rural life, the environment, 
and social responsibility 

• More information and forms on ELO and 
YFCS websites www.yfcs.eu
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European 
Bee Award

With the support of

▪ Created to demonstrate benefits of 
land management for biodiversity

▪ Excellent communication tool 
▪ High level jury
▪ Great communication, networking 

event in the European Parliament  
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BellEuropa Award

• The BellEuropa Award honours a Wildlife Estate 
Label territory that has realized an important step 
forward for the benefit of biodiversity

• 2019 winner was “Valbelviso” in the alpine territory of 
Italy. The estate covers 12.000 hectares with many 
valuable and endangered species, both botanic and 
faunistic, thanks to the valuable natural habitats

• Open to all Wildlife Estate label holders
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Communication ToolsGENERAL ASSEMBLY



Thank you for 
your attention
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